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Two Bad Taxes

Whatever of u_sdnlness attached
to the excess profits tax and the high
surtaxes on incomes ended with the
war. But their evils remain =and
multiply, Their incidence has be-
come not only grossly unfair—as
it always was—but hjghly dan-
gerous. They are blights on busi-
ness, causes of unemployment and
preventers of prosperity. Moreover,
they are no longer productive enough
to make them worth while.

The excess profits tax is perhaps
the more evil of the two. Tt greatly
contributed to the preposterous and
unhealthy inflation of 1919, and con-
sequently it was largely responsible
for the inevitable depression which
followed and from which the coun-
try now is suffering. In a period of
" wildly ricing ‘prices and wages it
- wad easy to pass the burden along

with a substantial addition, but now,
with a market distinctly favoring
the buyer, the depressing effects of
the tax are greater than ever,

At a time when industrial effi-
ciency and price stabilization are es-
sential to the return of prosperity
the excess profits tax operates to
penalize the efficient enterprise, puts
a premium on inefficiency in produec-
tion and distribution and postpones
in many cases the adjustment that is
needed to bring about a change in
the puoblic: temper toward prices.
And such a change must come before
we can have prosperity in full
measure.

But these are not the only cbjec-
tions to the tax. It is so grossly un-
equal as to penalize conservative
financing and to offer a premium on
stock watering. One authority cites
the results in the cases of four well
known corporations engaged in the
same line of butiness, which paid
respectively, 5, 11, 18 and 30 per cent
of their net incomes, the differences
being largely due to differerices in
organization and capitalization. The
turn of a hair in a definition of what
constitutes invested capital — the
basis of the tax—makes a difference
of a million dollars or more in the
levy on the earnings of a particular
corporation. The prosperity of the
stockholders and the workers of a
given enterprise is often dependent
on the mere form of its organization.
The repeal of the excess profits tax
is an essential to the restoration of
mormal business conditions and the
reémployment of jobless workers.

And the reduction of surtaxes on
incomes ig essential. It is not merely
that surtax rates running up to 73
per cent are intrinsically unfair; not
merely becausze the rates are so high
that the tax becomes increasingly
less productive; bat also—and main-
ly—because the exorbitant rates di-
vert capital from productive employ-
ment to mnon-productive or waste-
ful use.

Even if a tax to penalize the rich
eould be applied without penalizing
the rest of us, this tax would he
faulty because escape from it is
too easy. The rich man puts his
funde in tax-exempt securities, of
which the supply is unlimited. The
rest of us pay B or 9 per cent be-
cause the rich man is not allowed
to lend to us and we thus lose tha
benefit of his weight in the money
market. And, of course, high capital
costs mean high manufacturing costs
and high pric. . The capital which
industry sorely needs goes to mu-
nicipalities and county and state
governments, where much of it is ex-
pended, to put it moderately, in &
way that adds little to our general
gtore of gooda.

The fallacy of the assuniption that
the rich can be penalized through
taxation—that their capital can be
confiscated—without injuring every
wage and salary earner, every small
investor and every consumer has
beertdemonstrated countless times,
It istime for our tax makers to real-
ize that, no matter who has title to
it, capitdl “works ' for everybody.
When the agencies of production are
heavily taxed all of us are affected.

The recent suggestion of the See.
retary of the Treasury that the max-
imum surtax be reduced to 40 per
cent this year and 83 per cent next
seems & mioderate one—puts the
levy tod-high rather than too low,

M.—._“__.w__“_ R S

It would seem better to fix it at 33
per cent at once, since that is, as
nearly as can be caleulated, the high-
est rate which will not drive money
out of production into public secu-
rities.

The Senate’s Naval Bill
The mnaval appropriation act, as
the Senate passed it, carrles $494,-
000,000, The Senate added $100,-
000,000 to the Mouse total. But
cven the Senate's total represents

o| & toduction of §185,000,000 from

the estimates submitted by Secre-
tary Daniels. The House bill was
nearly $300,000,000 below the
Daniels estimates. :

These facts should be borne in
mind by eritics who would fasten
on Congress the charge of extrava-
gance in military expenditure. Con-
gress is working at this session, asg
at the last three sessions, to lessen
the cost of the military services.
The army appropriation bill which
President Wilson pocket-vetoed
last March because it offended Sec-
retary Baker's sensibilities carried
only $346,000,000. Mr. Baker had
asked for $689,000,000. The re-
duction was extraordinary and
marked a rapid getting away from
the Wilson era of post-armistice
extravagance. For the time being,
until the natlon’s finances ars bal-
anced, it has been necessary to cut
deeply into army and navy appro-
priations, and Congress has taien
the lead in doing so. It deserves
credit, not abuse, for the showing
it has made.

There is little probability, how-
ever, that the final bill will carry a
total of §494,000,000. The bill
now goas to conference committes
and will undoubtedly be cut to meet
the views of the House of Repre-
sentatives. The sum appropriated
in the naval bill for 1920-21 was
$433,000,000. This was $149,000,-
000 less than Mr. Daniels's esti-
mates., The House. wants to keep
the personnel for mext year down
to 100,000 men, The Senate has
fixed it at 120,000. It is easy to
make a compromise on this item
which will save $15,000,000 or
more, The Senate has made pro-
vision for the construction of two
airplane carriers, and the navy needs
airplane carriers more than it does
additional battleships. Here is an-
other item on which an adjustment
could be made reducing the Senate
bill’s total by from $25,000,000 to
$60,000,000.

Were the Treasury not in straits
a naval bill carrying $500,000,000
at the present value of the dollar
might not be excessive and save
money in the end. Yet less will be
granted this year, and circum-
stances may allow a material de-
crease next year and the year after.

Congress has to look at the two|

sldes of the problem—to consider the
necessities of national defense as
well as the claims of economy.

i

The Hate Fomenters

Says &n unnamed Washington cor-
respondent of The World:

“A few years sgo America held up-
raised the flaming torch as a beacon
of hope to a world sorely distressed,
8o spiritually spent and physically
broken, so weary and heart crushed,
that, despite its magnificent courage
and superb sscrifices, it almost de-
spaired, To no people has there sver
been such a glorious opportunity pre-
sented as to the American people
when they entered the war. Into their
hands was put the eword of the
avenger, and while the blade =till ran
with the blood of the foe they beat
the sword of justice into a symbhol of
hate. To America was offered the
moral leadership of mankind and to
give to the world & new code; by the
example of her own disinterested
service to ledd the world to righteous-
negs, For a few montha that leader-
ship the United States held and.it
was a better world in eonsequence,
and then the powers of evil again
prevailed, All that has been gained
was lost. Sacrifice, devotion, unself-
ishness no longer reigned and lLate
alone ruled.”

Here is language, as Mr. Dooley
once said, “yeh cud waliz to,” and
so familiar one can repeat it when
agleep,

For any nation to brag of moral
leadership is of doubtful wisdom—
eulogy along this line being betier
left to others—but the point may be
conceded that a great opportunity
was frittered away. How? By a
pride of opinion that naturally led
to a fall, by an ecstasy of stubborn-
ness, by a self-sufficlency that proved
to be insufficiency. Discord was in-
troduced by those who conceived it
their duty to foster suspicion of our
war partners. The peoples which
had at least dene as well 2s we had
learned they were ruled by a selfish
and narrow imperialism. The mean
insinuation was constant that only
Germany could be trusted.

It:_ is time to cease calumniating,
The spirit of hate does not rule. So
far as it exists it flows for the great-
er part from the element that first
held Germany should be allowed her

i way; next, that a deadlock peace wag

all that eould be hoped for, #nd, last-
Iy, behind the sereen of g false read-
ing of the Fourteen Points, fought
for further punishment of the inno-
cent. It was Germany, always Ger-
many, that was served—thae Germany
that was the apostle of might and
the hymner of hate. No wonder the
American people logt patience with

the hypoerisy that suddenly became
golicitous  for righBbusness and

cama to distrust their natural leader
who seemed to give it ear.

Are the people to be esteemed

fools easily deceived by the company
which in tha first instance derided
the cause of the Allies, ascribed the
war to the rivalries of capitalism,
then didn't know what it was about
and scornfully laughed at the idea
that this eountry, or any other, was
moved by moral influences? If
George Hervey presented America
as material and sordid he but repeat-
ed a doctrine widely heralded by the
minority which now aseribes our
entry to sublime altruism and is dis-
satisfied because the settlement was
not perfectly idealistic.
. If there i3 disharmony, if the Al-
lies have to some degree been wedged
apuit, the chief blows have come
from the elass which continues
meanly to attack the molives and
conduct of the great people who
fought for right if it ever was fought
for. These are the fomenters of hate
~—these are the ones who are work-
ing against future peace—these are
they who are now as morally inade-
quate as they were when the war
began,

Promising the Unpromisable

When Mr. La Guardia, President
of the Board of Aldermen, asked Mr,
McAneny, of the new. Transit Board,
for “absolute assurance” against
any modification of the subway con-
tracts he, of course, as a man of
intelligence, anticipated the ansgwer
Mr. McAneny would be constrained
to give. He knew in advance that
no such assurance could be given.
It is not the practice of government
agents, when a matter is under con-
sideration and inquiry is incomplete,
to announce an advance judgment.

The law under which the new
Transit Board is operating cantem-
plates the possibility of meodifying
the subway contracts, not in the in-
terest of the companies, but in the
interest of the public. This is fun-
damental and applies a principle of
daily use in common life when con-
ditions change and a modification is
of mutual benefit. In the subway
contract are provisions which favor
the companies and others that favor
the city. Perhaps it is possible to
readjust the trade to the benefit of
both parties.

Whether concessions offered on
one side are a fair compensation for
concessions on the other is a gues-
tion that obviously cannot be de-
cided until there is a specific offer,
50 no exact action can be promised
in advance. To do so would be to

defeat the very end sought. " Mr. La|

Guardia needs scaircely to be in-
formed that it is impossible during

bargain-making to map out a precise |

course,

The Transit Commniission is seek-
ing to find a formula of settlement
which will concede to the companies
their contractual rights, which they

cannot be deprived of, and at the|

same time secure to the city full
benefit and value of any contract
modification. It is not an easy task.
Perhaps an agreement can be
reached. Perhaps it cannot be. There
can be no exact predietion, and it is
foolish to ask an answer to the un-
answerable.

Personally Interested

When President Harding paid an
unannounced visit to the Interstate
Commerce Commission’s headquar-
ters to discuss some details of the
railroad situation he manifested a
direct personal interest in the com-
mission’s work which no other
President had ever shown so point-
odly. Many times in the past the
commigsion might have been saved
from blunders if the wvital impor-
tance of its decisions had been more
clearly realized at the White House.
Its members were icolated from
the general work of the Adminis-
tration. Ye{ the President, who ap-
points the commissioners, is also re-
sponsible for the reasonableness of
their policy and the quality of their
work. It is to the public interest
‘that he ghould consult with them
concerning the non-judicial phases
of their work.

Left to itself, the commission
adopted the methods of & court.
It looked on its functions narrowly.
It felt no obligation to discharge
in a broad, constructive way its
duty of regulating the carrier. It
allowed the latter to be starved. It
had shut itself up to such an extent
that on the day when Germany de-
clared war on Russia it handed
‘down a rate decision ignoring the
vast economic and political conse-
quences of that already discounted
action. A few months later it had
to admit its fault.

The confiscation from which the
railroads have suffered is {race-
able largely to the commission.
Since the deplorable consequences
of-that policy have becoms mani-
fest there have been signs of re-
pentance and of keener appreciation
of what the commission ought to do
to put the railroads on their feet.
Case decisions are not enough.
There should be a railway policy.

Thet the President is gctively
concerned and will personally sup-
port a program of reconstruction
cannot but stimulate the commis-
gion’s desire to restore the carriers
to solvency as the first step toward
insuring the public once more the
benefits of efficient, high-class rail-
way service,

President may be assumed to be
sufficient to prevent his exerting

The caution of the |

preassure in an illegitimate way or
interfering except as concerns large
matters.

‘“‘Captains Couwrageous’

There is rejolcing in Gloucester.
The erew of the Esperanto is safe.
No one was lost, no one even wak
injured, although the sclhooner
struck a submerged wreck and
foundered in shallow water a mile
and a half from land.

It is & wild life, ihis, compared to
which the ease of the landsman
geems 1gnoble. Tt is a life full of
hardship and suffering, Homeric in
its' daring and endurance. These
hardy fishermen, sons of the old
New England, keep alive under
practically the same conditions the
traditions established when the Yan-
kes whalers sailed close to hoth
poles.

America joins with the crew in
mourning the loss of this famous
ship. The Esperanto last fall sailed
the kind of race in the infernational
fishermen’s rvegatta which made
the country justly proud of her,
Her loss is a blow to American
sportsmanship. It remains for an-
other to hold the honors she won,
But the men who gailed her ars
safo and can sail as efficiently an-
other ship,

Recasting Article X

Difference Between a League for

Peace and a League of-Nations
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The eemi-official statement from
France of a tentative suggestion for
the recasting of Article X is interest-
ing and useful, It {s the first evidence
of a recognition of the fundamental
difference between a league for peaca
and a league of nations; the first
recognition of the difference between
the two underlying conceptions: the
cne being that of “a several undertak-
ing," the other of "a joint obligation.”

America can agree and has always
in the past been ready to agree to non-
agpression on her own parL; and she can
agree therato with any one or all other
nations, but she cannot apree and never
in the past has agreed to gunrantes for
other nations that they shall he, non-
aggressive, That {s an undertaking
they muetl enter into each for itself,

To put it more broadly, any form of
international sgreement which provides
for organs of government or for en-
forcement of its terms is one that is
conceived in terms of power and there-
by one which involves the prineipla of
a super-gpovernment, and it is theres-
fore al oute with our polieies, our
theories, our established form of gov-
ernment and obr conception of what
can be safely attained.

Indeed, this might be taken us a
touchstone: If proposala which are
made embrace the creation of organs
of government or provide for an en-
forcement of their terms, America is
not in & pogition to comsider them. I
they do not they ¢an be examined and
considered upon their merita.

CHARLES STEWART DAVISON,

New York, June 2, 1921,

The Radium Supply
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Bir: A dispateh from Baltimore in
vour izeue of May 31 was to the effect
that an early axhaustion of the world’s
supply of radium was feared and that
no new rtadium-bearing ore had been
discovered in the last flve or six years.

According to Dr. Vietor L. Hess,
one of the leading radium experts in the
United Stales and associated with the
lergest radium mining and refining
companies in America, the visible gup-
ply of radium i3 increazing and there
ie no imminent danger of a radium
famine. Beofore the war the world was
dependent almost entlrely upon Eu-
rope for itz supply of radium, which
was derived mainly from pitchblende.
To-day, however, the extensive de-
posits of radium-bearing carnotite in
the Paradox Valley of Colorado and in
the adjoining districtzs of Utah ars be-
ing mined.

Already more radium has been taken
out of the carnotite distriet than the
most competent authority predicted
would he found there. The difficulty
of the procesees of extraction and the
costly equipment necessary are more
a limit to production than the ore
supply. And yet despite these facts the
price hes remained about stationary.

Fadium deposits have elso been dia-
covered in Argentins, in England, in
Canadas, in Portugsl mnd in Russia,

ARTHUR ROEDER.

New York, June 1, 1921,

Mme. Curie and the Curis
To the Editor of The Tribure.

Sir: That in all the interesting in-
formation that has been given us by
the newspapers in regard {o the work
of Mme. Curie nothing has been said
about the curie is curious. Other
eminent sclentists have been lonored
by having their names, rediced to
common mnouns and beginning with
small letiers, devoted to the designa-
tion of specific units in the wvaricus
branches of physies to which they
made distinguished contributions. Thus
we have the watt, the ohm, the wolt,
the farad, the coulomb, the lambert,
the henry and the ampére,

And this digtinetlon has not been
withheld from Mme, Curiec. At the
International Congress of Radlology,
which was held in Brussels in 1010,
and of which Mme, Carie was the presi
dent, it was agreed to call the unit
of radio-activity—mamely the amount
of radium emanation which is in equili-
brium with one gram of radium—by
the very appropriate name the curie.
(But as in studying radium ons works |
with exceedingly emall quantities, it
is the term the millicurie that is in
most frequent use,) Thus Mma. Curie
ig sure of grateful remembrance on the |
pert of scientists so long aa seience |
shall endure, and that is doubtless
until the end of civilization.

CHRISTINE LADD-FRANKLIN,

The Conning Tower

New York, June 1, 1921,

“GIRL FOR ILLUSIONS”
WANTED (i [, e il o
Lad, Tlintos required | tame felurhied,  Wella
E,r K JONES, nmunhn."tmam,
v ; —Ths BUlboard.
“Girl for Mluslons.” XK, E. Jones,
Thy message clear from Brough-
ton, Kansas,
“Like one elear harp in
tones,"”
Leads me to spill some stanzag,

divers

Much have I traveled, much I've
read,
And men have bared to me their
hearts:
I know the thouglts of Mazie's head,
Her sciences and arts.

Oh, K. E. Jones, deem me no churl,
But, on this famed terrestrial
ball,
Nobody ever wants a girl
For anything else at all.

“Sometimes we fear, @lars Christe~
pher Morley in The Evening Post, “that
the newspapers, in spite of the large
attention they pay to sport, do not
show themselves very good sportsmen.”
No, they infrequently are good sporta-
men; but even so they are betler than
any other large group we have intimate
knowledge of.

As to the large atlention newspapers
pay to gport, few of them do. Mot of
the papers we gsee have “sporting”
pages topheavy with boxing, racing, and
bzseball news and comment,

The Campaign Is Launched

Sir: Can I interest you in my Write
Your Own Epitaph Cempaign? It has so
long been suspected that the epitaphs
gelected or invented by the berecaved
failed to hit the nail on the head, as it
were, that I hardly need to dwell on the
advantages of ths new idea, Cousin
Flerence says she {3 with me to the
death on this, She says just put up a
sgimple headstone with “She Naver
Dought Steel Common,” and let it go
at that. May I not add thet Cousin
Florence i3 right there when it comos
to Curb Coppers? As for myself, .1
vather favor “Her Speed Was Good,
Her Judgment Poor.” Thias will insure
my grave being immediately recognized
by my friends and family, all the mem-
bers of the 42d Precinet, and the traf-
fic cop who stands hall way down the
hill in Yonkers,

DAISY BELL.

More than that, we are in wviolent
fevor of 2 Write Your Own Obituary
Drive. lncluding the headlins. Our
chief fear, when we see a careless mio-
toris, making for our hoadlights. is—
if we chance not to be alone—that the
headline will be “Famed Bard Joy

Ridea te Doom"” or “Ngied Wit in
Death Pact.” y

]
Shoots From the Young ldea

[An cssay on Succezs, by an ¥th term !
high school student] I
One of the higheat attalnments that |
can be reached by man in his lifetime, |
is sucess, Sucess being one of hia|
greatest achievements there is ne doubt
that thersa were many obegtacles that
wers necessery Lo peszs. Begining at
the bottom of the ladder, he gradually
roge, rung by rung, ss a result of his
peraerverence, seif-sacrifice, and ambi-
tiousness, until he reached ({he top.
Jealousy and IHatred on the part of
cthers, were like obstacles in his path.
He gained many ensmies and few
friends but nevertheless he renched hiaz
goal by fair play,

“It must be said,” Mr. Edwin I'rancis
Edgett feels, in The Boston Transeript,
that it must be gaid, “that while Alice
Adams and Arthur Russell talk glibly
and smartly, the glibness and smart-
ness are not thelr own, but the novel-
ist's.”” The Alice-Arthur dialogues
struck us as being not particularly
glib nor smart; they seem natural and
ordinary, and exactly what those two
young persons would have eaid. If
there is anywhere a writer with a
greater gift for transcribing natural
dialogue—not the author's stuff, but
the character’s—than Mr. Tarkington,
perhaps Mr, Edgett. will give us his
name.

“If you need any Persiin or Chinese
Rugs,” advertizes a commercially can-
did Madison Avenue ruggery, “it will
pay you to come and see our stock be-
fore you meke your selection else-
where™

Film Crit’s Tot Duys Harked Back To
Sir: When I was little the song I|
liked best was “Take Back the Heart|
That Thou Gavest,” I learned it from
Harriet, the nuraemaid, who used to be
culled “Big Hattie,” T sang it thus:
“'Take Dback the heart that thon
gavest'—
Cartainly.,
‘What is my anguish to thee?
Nothing,
‘Take back the freedom thou cravest,
All right.
‘Leaving the sorrow to me,’
Of course.”

And grandma used to say, "Amel‘.a,i
listen to that child! She'll come to |
no good end!” And now sec!

HARRIETTE UNDERHILL,

1

She recognized the two men, the pa- |
lice said, as the trio who attacked her, |
—The World, |

Feaminine megalomania, 1
i

“May Mademoiselle Lenglan,” prays |
Mr. Arthur Brisbane, “soon give up ten- :
niy for maternity!” Even, however, if |
she doesn't, we should like to see a !
match between Mlle. Lenglen and Mrs.
May Sutton Bundy, the well kl:uwnl
mother, I

“No great woman," Mr. Brisbanc goes )
on, “should remain single.” Nonsensel
4in't she singles champion?

e
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€ anado: arid Japan

Discussion of Renewal of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance

Special Correapondence of The Tribung

OTTAWA, Canadas, June 1.

The comments in the American press
on the question as to whether the
United States should or should not
keep abreast of Japan in nsval cutlay
and ap to whether a ;eu_ewal of the
Anglo-Japanese alliance ag framed at
present would or would not be con-
ctrued a3 an act unfriendly to the
United States are being discossed in
gaveral Canadian papers and have been
veferred to by public men and poli-
ticians. Perhaps the most important
matter that Arthur Meighen, Canada's
new Premfer, will digcuse when he
repregents the Dominion at the Im-
rerial Conferance of Premiers in Lon-
don in a few days will be this topie.

Friendly Feeling

In Ottawa, Torents, Montreal, Hamil-
ton, Kingston end most central and
eastern ecities there are very few Jap-
anese and they are law.ablding and
desirable citizens, In British Columbis
there id much the same fesling that
prevails In California; there is fre-
guent refsrence to the labor situation
and to the probability of Orientalz in
great numbers coming to this country.
Throughout Canada, however, there is
no feeling against Japsn, The desire
is to be friendly, but it is realized that
thousands of Americuns are strongly
opposed to eny arrangements that
might even permit of the possibility
of Great Britain's being an ally of
Japan in the remots eventuality of
war, Present intimations at Ottawa
ara that et Leondon the Premiers of
Canads, New Zealand, Australia, South
Africa and possibly other portions of
the British overzess dominions will be
consulted before anything definite is
dones.

Naturally there iz speculation es to
what attitude the Canadian Premier
will take. The Ottawa Journal, which
stands very close to the Meighen gov-
ernment, hes published an interesting
editorial on the Anglo-Japanese issue,
with special referance to the way it is
reparded in the United States, laying
emphaeis on the interpretation that
Ameéricans will be likely to put on
Canadian and British aetion. The
Jotirnal says:

“YArguments mgainst & renewal are
undoubtedly powerful. Why,
tsked, should & renewsl be necessary?
The cavazs which made the treaty of

it 1=/
|has been taken by Premier Smuts.
|is the stand that has been taken, in

newnl that might be sdvanced by dis-
interested nations. From the sntand-
point of Canada, bowever, there ia mn-
other—tha argument of the United
States, There 18 & widespread belief
in the Republie that Great Britain is
bound by treaty to support Japsnm in a
war with the United States. It is, of
course, a wroug belisf, hecauze under
the Peaca Commission Treaty of 1914,
passed by the United States Senate,
Britain is preserved from such a ter-
rible contingeney. Nevertheless, this
American belief exista. It ia held by
& vest number of people who do not
trouble %o think about treaties; and to
ita existencs can be triuced much of the
distrust which exists among our neigh-
bors in respect to British aims. The
formal renewal of the Anglo-Jepanese
alliance will strengthen and deepen
this belief. It will place a powerful
weapon in the hands of anti-British
propagandiste, it will sow suspicion
and distrust; and declaration that it
does not involve the United States will
touch only the few and fail to impress
the many.

“Premier Meighen, whose views may
go a long way in deciding the issue,
cannot but be impressed with this con-
sideration. Mr. Rowell, whose knowl-
edge of foreign affairs is surpassed by
fow Canadians, put the case foreibly in
the Commions some weeks ago when he
said:

“Good Relations All Round”

“iThe government of this country
cannot afford to ignore the feeling that
exists In the United States in reference
to this alliance. I submit for the con-
gideration of the government the ques-
tion whether it would not be found,
after eareful examination, that it in in
the interest of good relations between
the British Empire and the United
States on the one hand and beiween
Japan and the United Statea on the
other, in the interest of good relations
all round, that this treaty should not
be renewed. . . Not that we love
Japan less; but we want to be friends
with avery nation; we do net want any
alliances that will prevent us from

|p]nying tha rile of friend to every na-

tion in the world.

“This, in effect, iz the stand that
It

1805 de.rable, if not necessary, are |part, by Mr. Hughes of Australia (he

J ouan i not mnow in danger
Germany or Russia, She

gone,
from elthcr

ig virtuallr supreme along the easteruillsa by Mr. Magsey of N

Asiatic cozut, The League of Nations,
of which she {8 a member, iy strug-
gling toward disarmament; the United
Btates offers no menacs,
should Jepan be afraid?

Why, then,|be
And will the | standpoint, make renewal of the treaty

‘yrants a treaty that is acceptable to
'both the United States and Japan) and

Zealand.
And while it is perhaps wel¥that Cana-
da should preserve un open mind on
the matter, realizing that there may
factora which, from a British

renowal of the treaty contribute one'desirublc, it iz a stand that, we re-

iota toward preservation of the peace
of the world?

peat, could be taken with justice and|

resson by the reprezentatives of the

“Such are the arguments against re-|Dominion.”

The Park Shoitage

Only 7,250 Acres in Four Boroughs—24,726 Acres Needed

To the Editer of The Tribune,

Sir: I have been going to the
parks on Sunday afterncons in order
to gea them in full uyse, and I edvise
others to see them at thia time, On a
Monday morning we see the disorder
and the wear, but it is only in seeing
the cayge of this dizorder that we ecan
reglize the labor and difficulty of keep-
ing the parks up to their present
standard,

In Prospect Yark one Sunday there
was a band concert playing to capacity,
and on the adjoiningmeadow were thou-
gands of people walking or eitting on
the grass. The walka were erowded,
especially in the ragion of the con-
cert grove, the boast house and the
upper part of the lake. There was no
disorder, no rowdyism, but a great
crowd taking its plemsure rather meri-
ously. Tke bosts on the lake were all
in uge—one couple I overheard say
they had waited two hours to gel a
boat.

Praspect Park is in wonderful con-
dition. Much of it is sufficiently wall
kept and rich in its materialas to be
worthy of the finest country estate.

The Sunday Crowd

On another Sunday 1 went into Cen-
tral Park at Fifth Avenue and 106th
Strest. It is one of the erowded re-
gione and the polies were active in
their cfforts to keep people off the
grasa. A great crowd was on the
North Meadow and around its edges,
but it was not disorderly; it simply
hadn™ room enough. &o it was alze
on the lake and in other paris of the
park.

No one Lknows wihat the aetusl fig-
ures of atiendance ars at any New
York park, and ne ona c¢an guess what
the maximum capacity of a park may
be, It id eertain that as the number
increases the damage to the park be-
comea greater, because it is physieally
imposgsible to protect the plauting and
grass sl certsin congested pointe.
Changes in the park, sucl as broaden-
ing the walks, making more paved
arons where the crowda congregate and
ferices in some places, would help con-
siderably in reducing the injury due
to erowds, but, after all, ian’t the real
cure for park congestion moere parks,
just as more subways ara the cure for
subway congestion?

Brooklyn, with & population of 2,018,-
308, khas one acre of parks for every
1,682 people. The Bronx, with & popu-
lation of 732,018, has one acre of parks
for every 185 people, not including the
new Bronx River parkway,

Manhattan has 10.8 per cent of its
area in parks, or 1,446.8 acres, On this
basis Brooklyn should have 4,970 acrea
in parks.

The Bronx haa 15 per eent of its
ares in parke. This percentage for
Brooklyn would mean 7,410 acres.

It may be urged that the Bronx parks
are for Manhattan as much as for the
Bronx, and this is true of Brooklyn.
In faet, it is now easier to get to
Brooklyn from lower Manhattan than
to the Bronx, so that any parks in

Brooklyn will be for all Manhattan and
Brooklryn.

If the population of Brooklyn ever
reaches the density of that of Manhat-
tan, 161 an acre, it will be 8,007,149,
which might happen in fifty or sixty
years. At that time it would nced, at
1,000 people an acre of park, 8,000
acres, which is only a little more than
15 per cent of the area.

Central Park, of 845 acres, was be-
gun in 1857, when New York (Man-
hattan) had only 813,689 people.

Prospect Park, of b26 acres, was be-
gun about 1870, when the population
of Brooklyn was 419,921,

These parks wers not much in ad-
vance of the 1,000 people an aere
standard, so we should at once proceed
with the purchase and development of
parks amounting to 818 acres in Brook-
lyn, whieh, in addition to tha 1,200
acres existing, will give 2,018, or ons
acre for each 1,000 population.

Taking the area of all bhoroughs (ex-
cept Richmond), 164,846 acres, 10 per
cent is 16,484. All parks in these four
boroughs to-day amount to 7.260.0
scres. 'To keep the proportion for the
whole eity up to the present standard
of Manhattan, there ehould be in
Brooklyn and Queens (sinca Manhat-
tan can have few more parks and the
Bronx is well supplied) 9,204 seres
additional,

Town planners and park experts are
loath to admit thal any smaller pro-
vigion would be safe. T believe that a
higher percontage of total ares in
parks would be better and would make
it arbitrarily 15 per cent (the propor-
tion in the Bronx), determining al-
ways to have in use at least ons acre
for each 1,000 of population. English
town planners try to provide five acres
for each 1,000 of population.

15 Per Cent Standard

For the whole city, excluding Rich-
mond, we should have 24,728 acres, or
15 per cent of drea, in parks, more
than three times what we have now,

We who believe that city life is the
best life should see to it that the city

! does not ¢hoke from inerease, but that

it be always reasonable in its exten-
sious and grow as a whole, not part
by part.

We must have more parks and we
must have them now, even if it is
necessary to get gpecial legislation to
permit the issues of the long term
serial bonds required. The full pay-
ment for any park should be deferred
until the surrounding district is fully
developed, since a psrk is
gcrapped, never wears out and with
competent maintenance never depreci-
ates in value.

CHARLES DOWNING LAY.
New York, June 8, 1921,

A Placid Race
(From The Washington Star)
Inhabitants of Yap, in their complete
indifference to what iz going on, mey
be regarded as an example of sociel
comservatism carried to tho eximeue,
1

;Dguiling Her Handling of Cases of

Miss Rembaugh’s Statcmeni!

-

Incompetent Soldiers
To the Editer of The Tribune.

Glr: I am writing to ask The Trihe
une for space to stale the facts in ree
gard to certain attecks recently made
sgeinst me in The New York Ameri«
catt. In these attacks T am aceused,
mainly by implication, of making izrye
sums of money from ceses of incompe.
tent soldiers sent me by the Red Croze
and of trying to extort fees from suca
soldiers greater than those silowed me
by the court in the incompetancy pro-
ceedings. This secusation is sbsclutely
untrue., The facts of the whole tempent
in a teapot are as follows:

About a year ago I was asked by the
Red Cross if I would bandle zomea of
these cases. I expected to have one
or two referred to me. In fact, I have
had twenty-onie, though only a few
have been completed. These incompe-
teney proceedings require each two ap<
plications to the Bupreme Court on moe
tions and & trisl before a sheriff’s o
other jury. The court fees paysbls
run from $15.45, the lowest chown ia
my accounts, to $62350, ths highesty
These disbursements I have in each {as
stance paid from my own pocket.

Until recently I handled these cases,
receiving the fees awarded by the courp
in the proceeding out of the compen-
sation paid the soldier. Such fees gre
properly small ($76 being the highest],

never |

Indeed, I am in full agreement with the
| contention that no fee or disbursement
| shouid be payable ocut of the soldiers
Iest.ate and that the government shoyld
|attend to this matter.

At this time I realized that the nums
ber of cases and the expensze of han.
diing them hLad become so great that
I could not afford to go on at that rats
of loss., From all these cases I have
received $178.75 and have disbursed
$187.80, leaving $40.85 to spply to an
office cost of $522.90. I have therefors
stood an actual loas of £481.05.

I therefore notified the Red Crosq
that I could mot continue unless the
Red Cross or, where possible, the rela-
tives made up the difference in actus]
cost only. There was, naturally, never
any question of asking the incompetant
soldier to pay anything more, no mat
ter what loss. This has been explained
to each recent applicant. They were
never asked $100 s a fee; only told
that the cost, including fee and dis-
burzements, would probably coma to
between $75 and $100. A subtraction of
the average disbursement shows whers
‘the fee would be.

This is the complete history of the
whole business. It geems o me an en«
tirely proper situation. In fact, I had
the temierity to think I had been rather
decent in doing all this work at g losd
and have therefore been rather stunnsd
at the attitude of the paper in question,

BERTHA REMBAUGH. |

[ New York, June 2, 1921 ]

1

The "'Battle Hymn™ and Othery
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: There are some emazing states
| ments in the letter of your corre-
spondent W. H, Prica about some of
our pstrictic anthems. He epeaks of
the tune of “John Brown’s Body” as
| “very popular,” though “the text s im-
possible”; and in the next sentence
declares that “The Battle Hymn of the
Republie” is “musically impossible be«
cause of ita hipperty-skippity meter
and irreguler lines.”” Reslly, one must
wonder if he ever heard eithier of the
songs. Yor, s everybody but himeelf
must know, the music of both is the
same; Mrs. Howe's sublime poem hav~
ing been set to the “very popular” tune
of “John Brown’'s Body,” which in turs
had been taken from an old camp meets
ing and revival hymn.

As to tha “hipperty-skippity meter
and irregular lines” most peopls re-
gard the “Batile Hymn"” =as being in
| & notably dignifled and impressive
meter, and its lines are certainly as
regular as the srt of prosody could
make them. Would your correspondent
regard the hexanicters of Homer a8
“hipperty-skippity”?

His estimate of “America” as meas«
uring up, in both words and muesis, to
the reguirements of a national hyma
is entirely judicious. Haydn, Bees
thoven and Weber esteemed it as one
of the finest compositions of the kind
in the world, That “the tune is mot
ours” is, however, only partly correct.
| It wasg originally ours, for it belonged
| to us in Colonial days before we be-
| came a nation, and I cannot see wWhy
in becoming independent we should
have canceled our title to it, any
more than to our language. Seeing
that it has been adopted during
the last century and a quarter by
about & dozen different nations, fnelud-
ing the kingdoms of Pruseia, Saxony
and Bavaria, the Germsan Empire as &
whole, the kingdom of Denmark and
for a time the Russian Empire, the fact
thet it was not composed upon our soil
should not debay us from its use,

That “America,” with ell its superd
qualities, is “the only one which people
will sing” will scarcely be subscribed
to by the millions who have heard t_i‘-ﬂ
“musically impossible” “Battle Hyma
of the Republic” sung by vast multis
tudes with a zest, a swing and a so~
norous splendor rivaling the “Marseils
laise” itself. I fancy that it was nol
found “musically impossible” or “hip=
perty-skippity” at St. Paul’s Cathedral
in London on Monday last.

W. F, JOHNSON.

New York, June 1, 1921,

Out of Date
(From The Los Anyoles Tinea)

There will be no more robber heroed
in history. The days of Claude Dural
and Jack Sheppard on the highwsys of
England wure exploited in books, bi{f-
everything they ever did has bean dupli
cated recantly in American history.
They wore period costumes, had road
borses with fancy names and used
clumsy pistols. The highway robbers
of to-day wear evening clothes, ride in
motor cars and carry automatics, Years
later historians may be writing of our
sky knights, such as Frank.Luke oF
Raeoul Lufbery, but they won't cele-
brate our highwaymen. That sort ol
hero worship is gone—and good &
dance!




